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Auckland

Te Tihi-o-Maru (Timaru)
Sustaining Tenancies

Te Oha-a-Maru (Oamaru)
Parenting Through Separation
Sustaining Tenancies

Ōtepoti (Dunedin)
Community Services Specialist
Dunedin Little Citizens
ENGAGE
Parenting Through Separation
Ōtepoti Youth Transition House
Sustaining Tenancies

Miritene (Milton)
Parenting Through Separation
Sustaining Tenancies

Iwikatea (Balclutha)
Parenting Through Separation
Sustaining Tenancies

Maruawai (Gore)
Sustaining Tenancies

Waihōpai (Invercargill)
Sustaining Tenancies 
Waihōpai Youth Transition House
Young Mums Transition House

Delivered to 150 early 
learning services in 
Auckland, Bay of Plenty 
and Otago/Southland

Southland
Otago

Bay of Plenty 

Auckland 

Areketanara (Alexandra)
Parenting Through Separation
Sustaining Tenancies

Wanaka (Wanaka)
Parenting Through Separation
Sustaining Tenancies

Tāhuna (Queenstown)
Parenting Through Separation
Sustaining Tenancies

Aotearoa (New Zealand)
Integrated Services Hub
ENGAGE

ENGAGE

Our Youth Transition Houses (YTH) are helping decrease youth homelessness in 
Ōtepoti and Waihōpai by offering the option of transitional housing. 

Our Ōtepoti YTH was opened in 2018 while our Waihōpai YTH was opened in 2019 – funded 
by Ministry of Housing and Urban Development, with support from Ministry of Social 
Development and additional contributions from philanthropic funders and individual 
donors.  Each home can support up to 6 residents aged 16-19 years who would otherwise 
be homeless, to help them successfully transition to independent living.

YTH provide a safe and supported living environment that offers rangatahi evening and 
overnight support, provided by overnight staff who stay at the house, individual goal-setting 
plans, access to personal and life skills development such as budgeting and cooking, and 
health services to enhance their physical and social resilience. Our YTH houses are an 
extremely cost-effective early intervention for youth homelessness – providing timely support, 
collaborating with other service providers to help rangatahi achieve their goals, and move 
successfully through to independent living in an average transition time of just over 20 weeks.

Our homes have helped dozens of young people find secure accommodation, and 90% of 
the people who stayed have successfully achieve their goals.

Celine* wanted to be able to support herself independently, 
acquire full-time employment and suitable long-term 
accommodation. She also wanted to be able to support her 
younger brother in his transition out of home. Celine* obtained 
full-time work while living at the transition house.  Being a hard 
worker and focused on saving money to support herself 
financially, meant that after attending many housing viewings 
together with the Kairuruku Whare - Kaupapa Rakatahi 
(YTH Coordinator), she was able to secure a good room in a flat.

“

“

YOUTH TRANSITION HOUSES

90%
of residents have 
successfully 
achieved
their goals 

Top Photo: Jacinda Arden, Chris 
Hipkins and Jan Tinetti vist 
Akoteu Kato Kakala in Ōtara to 
see ENGAGE in action and 
meet some of the teachers, 
families, facilitators and funders 
connected with ENGAGE.

Middle Photo: Jacinda Arden
speaks at the ENGAGE visit at
Akoteu Kato Kakala.

Bottom Photo: Tamaiti playing 
with an ENGAGE activity.

LITTLE CITIZENS EARLY LEARNING

The Mission’s Little Citizens Early Learning Centre has had a tumultuous year, with nearly 
all our staff unwell with COVID, isolating as a household contact for COVID, or caring for a 
dependent with COVID in the first 6 months of 2022.  It has been a challenge! 

We have worked with whānau to ensure that everyone has masks, tests, and access to 
good quality information about COVID.  We were delighted when in response to a survey, 
whānau told us that our support systems were working, they were happy with the 
information we shared, and felt supported financially.  

The Isolating Tamariki learning packs we prepared flew out the door as we worked hard to 
keep up with demand. 

The breakfasts, lunches, and dinners provided by our Cook have also been more welcome than ever.

The challenge over the next few years will be to begin the search for a new home: Little 
Citizens is on climate-vulnerable land in South Dunedin, in a 100 year old primary school.  In 
the next 10 years we shall need to be somewhere higher, drier, and purpose-built.  It is an 
exciting prospect.

         A one-off donation via our Givealittle page - 
         https://givealittle.co.nz/org/methodistmissionsouthern
         Regular giving via automatic payment
         Sign up for Payroll Giving with your employer
         To leave a legacy for our future, please consider a bequest
         

Ways you can help (individuals): Ways you can help (businesses):

Support Payroll giving
One-off donation donating goods or services                    
Sponsorship opportunities with name-association
One-off fundraiser
Volunteering                    

To find out more about the Mission, please feel free to contact us on (03) 466 4600 or admin@mmsouth.org.nz 

@methodistmissionsouthern @hellommsouth www.mmsouth.org.nz

SUPPORT THE MISSION
Methodist Mission Southern works to create positive, sustainable change for individuals
and families throughout Otago and Southland. While we currently achieve a lot, we will 
achieve even more with your support.

Please join our Supporters’ Club, and receive monthly newsletters.
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